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CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 0554 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, PFOR, ICRC, VN, VS 

SUB J : PRG ISSUE AT SECOND SESSION OF CONFERENCE ON 
LAW OF WAR 

REF: STATE 8673 

1. POL COUNSELOR MADE DEMARCHE AT MFA DIRECTOR GENERAL 
LEVEL JANUARY 17, MENTIONED POINTS MADE IN REFTEL, URGED 
THAT GOP, WHICH HAD ABSTAINED IN 1974 VOTE ON PRG 
REPRESENTATION, THIS YEAR VOTE NO SHOULD 

MATTER COME UP. POL COUNSELOR NOTED THAT OPENING 
DAYS OF DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE WOULD COINCIDE WITH 
BHUTTO VISIT TO WASHINGTON AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT 
ON THIS ISSUE, IN CONTRAST TO UN KHMER REPRESENTATION 
ISSUE, GOP WOULD BE ABLE TO SUPPORT US POSITION. 

HE LEFT AIDE MEMOIRE ON ISSUE. 

2. DIRECTOR GENERAL (UNITED NATIONS, ACTING) MUNIR 
AKRAM REMARKED THAT PRG ISSUE WAS A DIFFICULT ONE 
FOR PAKISTAN AS IT WAS, FOR DIFFERENT REASONS, FOR 
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CAREFUL ACCOUNT WHEN COMING TO DECISION. 

3. ALTHOUGH AKRAM DID NOT HAZARD GUESS ON VOTE AND 
WAS NOT PRESSED TO DO SO, OUR ASSESSMENT IS THAT 
PARS WILL AGAIN ABSTAIN ON SUBSTANTIVE ISSUE AND TRY 
TO AVOID A PARTISAN STAND ON THE PROCEDURAL ONE. 
THEY DO NOT RECOGNIZE PRG, BUT THEY ARE FULLY AWARE 
OF PEKING'S INTEREST IN THIS ISSUE, AND THE EASIEST 
WAY OUT FOR THEM WILL BE TO STEER CLEAR. 

4. WE WILL REPORT ANY REACTION WE GET. STATE 10509 
(PROPOSED "PRG" OBSERVER STATUS AT 7TH WMO CONGRESS) 
CAME IN AFTER DEMARCHE WAS MADE, AND WE WILL GO IN 
ON THAT ONE NEXT WEEK. 

LUPPI 
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